PACTS Regional Transportation Advisory Committee
Tuesday, November 1, 2022
9:00-11:00 AM
Meeting Agenda

In-Person:
Greater Portland Council of Governments
970 Baxter Boulevard, Room 201
Portland, Maine
Remote:
Webinar link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81375090128
Phone: 646-558-8656
Webinar ID: 813 7509 0128
Participating by phone? Use *9 to raise your hand and *6 to unmute.
As of April 26, 2022 GPCOG and PACTS are holding committee meetings in hybrid format, both in person at
GPCOG’s offices and via webinar. The remote portions of all meetings are conducted in accordance with the
requirements of GPCOG Executive Committee policy, LD 1772, PL 2022 Ch. 666, and 1 MRSA Chapter 13,
Subchapter 1.

1.

Welcome

5 minutes

This meeting is being recorded and will be made available at gpcog.org/AgendaCenter.
2.

Public Comment

5 minutes

Members of the public are welcome to provide up to three minutes of public comment on items not on
this agenda. For items on this agenda, additional opportunity for public comment will be provided after
the item's staff report.
3.

Approval of the October 11, 2022 Meeting Minutes

5 minutes

4.

Staff Report

5 minutes

5.

American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) and Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental
Appropriations (CRRSA) Act FTA Section 5310 Funding
15 minutes

The region received $72,881 in FTA Section 5310 funding under the 2021 American Rescue Plan Act
(ARPA) and the 2021 Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental Appropriations (CRRSA) Act. At
its October meeting, the Transit Task Force voted to allocate the funding to support the continued
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implementation of GPCOG’s Mobility For All program. RTAC will discuss and consider recommending
allocating the funding to support the continued implementation of GPCOG’s Mobility For All program.
6.

2025 Northern Subregion Collector Paving

10 minutes

In July, the Policy Board approved a funding strategy for PACTS' 2025 and 2026 allocations of FHWA
funding, which included allocating $3,297,287 (80%) of the 2025 allocation to the Collector Paving
Program (CPP) to pave road segments in the Northern and Southern CPP Subregions. RTAC will
discuss and consider recommending approval of the list of 2025 CPP projects for the Northern CPP
Subregion.
7.

Connect 2045 Project Update

20 minutes

Federal regulation requires an MPO's long-range transportation plan to be updated every five years.
Staff will provide an update on Connect 2045, the region’s upcoming long-range transportation plan,
due for adoption by the end of 2022.
8.

Other Business

9.

Adjourn

Upcoming PACTS Meetings
•
•
•

PACTS Transit Task Force—Thursday, November 3, 10:30 AM–12:00 PM
PACTS Policy Board—Tuesday, November 15, 9:00 AM–10:30 AM
PACTS Transit Task Force—Thursday, December 1, 10:30–12:00 PM

Board and committee members, the public, and other stakeholders are encouraged to subscribe to the
PACTS calendar at gpcog.org/Calendar.

If you require accommodations to review materials or participate in this meeting (such as captioning or
interpreting—at no cost to you), please contact:
(207) 774-9891
transportation@gpcog.org
Notification 72 hours prior to the meeting will help us to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to
this meeting.
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Approval of the October 11, 2022 Meeting Minutes

Contact

Aubrey Miller, staff

Recommended action

Approve the October 11, 2022 PACTS Regional Transportation Advisory
Committee meeting minutes.

Attachments

3-A—2022-10-11 PACTS Regional Transportation Advisory Committee Meeting
Minutes

The previous meeting of the PACTS Regional Transportation Advisory Committee was held on October
11, 2022. Minutes from the meeting are included as Attachment 3-A for review, discussion, and
approval.
Recommended action: Approve the October 11, 2022 PACTS Regional Transportation Advisory
Committee meeting minutes.
Members of the public are welcome to provide up to three minutes of public comment on this item.
Opportunity for comment will be provided after staff’s report, prior to the committee’s discussion.
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Regional Transportation Advisory Committee (RTAC)
October 11, 2022
9:00 a.m.
DRAFT Meeting Minutes
Seat
PACTS Southern – Municipal
PACTS Southern – Planning/ Economic Development
PACTS Southern – Public Works/ Engineering
PACTS Central – Municipal
PACTS Central – Planning/ Economic Development
PACTS Central – Public Works/ Engineering
PACTS Western – Municipal
PACTS Western – Planning/ Economic Development
PACTS Western – Public Works/ Engineering
PACTS Northern – Municipal
PACTS Northern – Planning/ Economic Development
PACTS Northern – Public Works/ Engineering
Transit
Transit
Transit
Transit
MaineDOT
Maine Turnpike Authority
Active Transportation Specialist
Environmental Specialist
Community Transportation Leader
Community Transportation Leader
Private Sector Trade Association

Representative
Diana Asanza
Jessa Berna
Tom Milligan
Matt Sturgis
Nell Donaldson,
Chair
Melissa Hutchins
Bob Burns
Amanda Lessard
Katherine Kelley
Nathan Poore
Erin Zwirko
Adam Bliss
Donna Tippett
Patricia Quinn
Jack De Beradinis
Greg Jordan
Ryan Neale
Rebecca Grover
Jean Sideris
Christian MilNeil
Leeann Brionez
Mireille Kabongo
Eamonn Dundon

Attendance
Y
Y
Y
Y

Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y

Y

1. Welcome
Nell Donaldson opened the meeting and welcomed the attendees.
2. Public Comment
There was no public comment.
3. Approval of the September 6, 2022 Meeting Minutes
Tom Milligan moved to approve the September 6 meeting minutes as written; Melissa Hutchins
seconded. Rebecca Grover, Greg Jordan, Erin Zwirko, and Nathan Poore abstained; all others were in
favor.
4. Staff Report
Staff thanked departing RTAC members Theo Holtwijk and Bill Shane, and welcomed new members
Nathan Poore and Erin Zwirko.
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The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) has a variety of competitive grant programs for funding
transportation projects and activities. A list of programs is available in the FHWA Competitive Grant
Funding Matrix. GPCOG staff recently submitted a grant application under one of these programs—
Safe Streets and Roads for All—to support the development of a Regional Vision Zero Policy. Related
to Vision Zero, staff created a video highlighting the human impacts of traffic crashes.
Christian MilNeil noted FHWA is interested in Vision Zero and Complete Streets. He said it is smart for
GPCOG to get out ahead with its own policies.
In July, RTAC recommended, with minor changes, the Regional Complete Streets Policy for approval
by the Policy Board. In September, the Policy Board voted to postpone approval of the Regional
Complete Streets Policy and directed staff to create a subcommittee to discuss issues related to
implementation of the policy.
5. Funding Framework Task Force Recommendations
In April 2021, PACTS adopted the Transportation Funding Framework, which allocates funding to
projects of all modes according to a series of metrics based on regional priorities. It is currently used to
prioritize projects eligible for the Complex Projects Program (60% of the region’s FHWA funds) and
transit System Enhancement projects (12% of the region’s FTA Section 5307 funds).
In March 2022, the Policy Board approved a funding strategy for the region’s American Rescue Plan
Act (ARPA) funds, including funding for several projects as prioritized by the framework and
approximately $1 million in operations and maintenance funding for Casco Bay Lines and NNEPRA. A
split letter documenting this allocation must be signed by the transit agencies before the Federal Transit
Administration (FTA) will release the funds. Not all agencies have signed the split letter; four of the
region’s transit agencies outlined their concerns with the ARPA allocation process in a May 13 letter.
Based on these concerns, and because the framework is subject to regular review, the Policy Board
formed the Funding Framework Task Force to vet the issues identified in the May 13 letter.
After a project kickoff meeting, four review meetings, and a “redline review” meeting, the task force
developed a series of recommendations that have been incorporated into the framework (Attachment 5A) and the application for funding (Attachment 5-D). Since some additional edits were requested by
email after the task force’s redline review meeting, these communications are outlined in Attachments
5-B and 5-C.
Several members also identified issues beyond the framework itself, related to PACTS bylaws and
voting structure. The task force chose to advance the framework recommendations separately from the
bylaws-related issues so the revised framework can be used for November call for projects. The task
force will meet in October to discuss and determine a course of action on the bylaws-related issues.
Nell Donaldson first invited task force members to speak about the process and the outcomes.
Donna Tippett thanked staff for their work with the task force. She said she thought recommendations
related to unanticipated funding should be reviewed by the Transit Task Force before going to the
PACTS Governing Body. She added that her own preference was not to separate the framework
recommendations from the bylaws-related issues. She said that, currently, a recommendation could be
opposed by all transit agencies and still get approved by the Policy Board. Nell clarified that the
Funding Framework Task Force would meet later in the week with hopes of making progress on the
bylaws and voting issues before the Policy Board meeting. She also clarified that the language in the
redlined framework related to unanticipated funding indicates every effort will be made to consult with

Page 2 of 3
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stakeholders such as the transit agencies, while still recognizing the reality of time constraints. Donna
added her thought that, on the highway side, the voting block of public works and city engineers and
city managers has the ability to influence the Governing Body, whereas the transit agencies don’t have
similar weight.
Patricia Quinn thanked staff and all members of the Funding Framework Task Force for their time and
said we have a stronger framework as a result of the work. She requested that complex projects and
transit system enhancement projects be added to the glossary. She agreed with Donna that those who
have the opportunity to use unanticipated funding should have a clear voice in how that funding is used.
Patricia also asked if the framework allows staff to make recommendations independently, and
requested that options be presented to applicants before going to RTAC and the Governing Body.
There was some discussion about how to clarify the language related to how staff develops funding
options for Governing Body consideration when requests for funding exceed available funding.
Nell called for public comment; no public comment was made.
Christian MilNeil asked that reference to the state’s climate goals, which had been removed by the
Funding Framework Task Force for simplicity, be added back in.
Tom Milligan asked about the possibilities for amending the framework, particularly given the
outstanding concerns about the bylaws. Staff explained that the PACTS Governing Body has the right
to review PACTS policies at any time.
Christian MilNeil moved to endorse the Funding Framework Task Force’s recommendations for Policy
Board approval, with the two edits discussed—clarify language related to the project selection and
funding allocation process [“Any recommended project scope or budget modifications must be agreed
upon by the applicant prior to submission to RTAC.”] and retain reference to state climate goals in the
scoring criteria. Nathan Poore seconded the motion.
Tom Milligan asked if transit agencies will be comfortable signing the split letter if the revised funding
framework is approved; no one volunteered an answer.
Nathan suggested surveying all applicants about their experience with the application process. Staff
supported this idea.
There were 12 votes in favor of the motion and one opposed (Donna Tippett). The motion carried.
6. Other Business
There was no other business discussed.
7. Adjourn
With no objections, the meeting was adjourned.

Page 3 of 3
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5.
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) and Coronavirus Response and Relief
Supplemental Appropriations (CRRSA) Act FTA Section 5310 Funding
Contact

Kat Violette, staff

Recommended action

Recommend allocating the region's ARPA/CRRSA FTA Section 5310 funding to
GPCOG’s Mobility For All program.

Attachments

5-A—FTA 5310 Funding Request

Timeline

Funding request
by GPCOG

Transit Task
Force support

RTAC
review

Policy Board
approval

The region received $72,881 in Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Section 5310 funding under the
2021 American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) and the 2021 Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental
Appropriations (CRRSA) Act. FTA Section 5310 funding supports meeting the transportation needs of
older adults and people with disabilities when the transportation service provided is unavailable,
insufficient, or inappropriate to meeting these needs.1 As shown in Attachment 5-A, staff assembled
information supporting a proposal to allocate this funding to support the continued implementation of
GPCOG's Mobility For All program.
The Mobility For All program seeks to help improve access to opportunity through public transportation
and engage underrepresented communities in the transportation planning and decision-making
process. The Mobility For All initiatives include the Community Transportation Leaders (CTL) program,
Bus Ambassadors program, Travel Helpers program, Ride With Me event, Southern Maine Mobility
Guide, and the Transportation & Community Network. These initiatives support the continued
implementation of GPCOG’s mobility management program, identified as a goal in Transit Tomorrow.
The Mobility For All initiatives have been funded through several sources, as highlighted in Attachment
5-A. Assuming sustained support for the Mobility For All program through December 2023, staff
anticipate a funding deficit of approximately $115,000. The ARPA/CRRSA FTA Section 5310 funding
will cover a majority of this deficiency, and staff will continue to seek other funding sources to ensure
continued success of the program.
The funding will provide capacity to maintain or expand GPCOG’s mobility management programs
through continuing its new initiatives such as the Ride With Me event, Travel Helpers program, Bus
Ambassadors program, and provide capacity to collaborate with and provide support to transit agencies
and other partners.

1

transit.dot.gov/funding/grants/enhanced-mobility-seniors-individuals-disabilities-section-5310

7

PACTS Regional Transportation Advisory Committee (RTAC) Meeting Agenda Item

November 1, 2022

At its October meeting, the Transit Task Force supported allocating the region's APRA/CRRSA FTA
Section 5310 funding to GPCOG’s Mobility For All program, and shared the following suggestions for
continued success of the program and coordination with transit agencies:
•

To share regular updates about Mobility For All program and feedback from riders with the transit
agencies.

•

To coordinate with transit agencies to plan an initiative to show riders about the operational
constraints faced by transit agencies.

•

For the task force to discuss and explore solutions to the concerns shared by riders.

Final approval of the funding allocation will be considered by the Policy Board at its November meeting.
Recommended action: Recommend allocating the region's ARPA/CRRSA FTA Section 5310
funding to GPCOG’s Mobility For All program.
Members of the public are welcome to provide up to three minutes of public comment on this item.
Opportunity for comment will be provided after staff's report, prior to the committee’s discussion.
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Attachment 5-A

TO:
FROM:
RE:
DATE:

Members of the PACTS Transit Task Force
Kat Violette, GPCOG
Section 5310 Funding Request
September 29, 2022

I’m writing to request $73,000 in CRRSA/ARPA 5310 funding to support the continued
implementation of GPCOG’s Mobility For All program. The Mobility For All program seeks to help
improve access to opportunity through public transportation and engage underrepresented
communities in the transportation planning an decision-making process. The Mobility For All
initiatives includes the Community Transportation Leaders (CTL) program, Bus Ambassadors
program, Travel Helpers program, Ride With Me event, Southern Maine Mobility Guide, and
Transportation & Community Network. The CTL program was highlighted by the Administration of
Community Living, as an impactful and sustainable program model in engaging the community in the
design and implementation of transportation coordination that are responsive to their needs.
Background
In 2018, GPCOG launched the Inclusive Transportation Planning Project with the goal to advance the
inclusion of underrepresented communities in planning and decision-making. In 2019, the project
steering committee presented recommendations to the PACTS Policy Committee. The Committee
voted unanimously to approve using the recommendation to inform the 2019 update of the PACTS
Public Involvement Plan.
The Mobility For All program was implemented to address the goals identified in the plan, starting
with the development of the Inclusive Transportation Planning Toolkit and the CTL program. Mobility
For All also builds on the goals of Transit Tomorrow, to establish a mobility management program.
Since then, the Mobility For All initiatives have made an invaluable impact to the decision-making
process and the public transportation system in the region. The outcomes of the CTL program and
other programs can be found here.
Current Funding Sources
The Mobility For All initiatives have been funded through several sources, highlighted in Table 1.
Table 1: Current Funding Sources and Budgets
Source
Unified Planning
Work Program
(UPWP)

Original
Budget

Details
Addresses the Transit Tomorrow goal
to “Make Transit Easier”, supporting
various Mobility for All initiatives.
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$141,500

Remaining
Budget

% Expended

$97,944

31%

Source

Original
Budget

Details

Remaining
Budget

% Expended

CARES

Supports engagement and outreach
efforts to underrepresented
communities during the pandemic
when so many were feeling physically
and emotionally disconnected. Funding
is expended.

$135,000

$0

100%

FTA Access and
Mobility

Builds capacity for increased mobility
management programs and improve
access to transportation resources and
information amongst populations who
face transportation barriers. This
supports the Travel Helpers program,
Ride With Me event, and the Bus
Ambassadors program. The grant will
expire in January 2023.

$154,920

$44,907

71%

$431,420

$142,851

67%

Total

Assuming sustained support for the Mobility For All program through December 2023, GPCOG staff
anticipate a funding deficit of approximately $115,000.1 The program’s continued success will
depend on alternative funding sources.
Proposed Budget and Anticipated Deliverables
The following budget details GPCOG’s anticipated uses of the requested funding. The budget
summary (Table 1) is followed by additional detail on the key programs that fall under the Mobility
for All umbrella.
Table 2: Proposed Budget for CRRSA/ARPA Section 5310 Funding
Total

Expenses
Labor:
$63,000

$73,000

1

Other direct
expenses:
$10,000

Details
• Staff time to coordinate the Mobility For All program
• Collaboration with regional partners on GPCOG and external projects
and as needs arise, helping support other mobility management programs
• Event costs
• Translations and interpretation services
• Stipends for volunteers

Estimate based on historic monthly expenditures on the program for an 18-month period.
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The 5310 funding will provide capacity to maintain or expand GPCOG’s mobility management
programs by allowing us to:
•

•

•

•

Host the Ride With Me event annually. The event aims to educate decision-makers about the
transportation barriers faced by riders. During the event, decision-makers are paired with a
community member to ride the transit system together to gain first-hand insight of the rider’s
challenges. GPCOG hosted the Ride With Me event for the first time earlier this year and
received feedback from decision-makers suggesting to host the event annually. As a result of
some conversation fostered during the event, Metro involved CTL members in their summer
bus operators training to facilitate dialogues between riders and bus operators and South
Portland relocated a bus stop for safety concerns as suggested by a rider. With the Section
5310 funding, we plan to host this event annually to provide a space for conversation and
learning for both the decision-makers and riders.
Continue the Travel Helpers program to provide expanded access to travel training resources
in the region. With funding from the FTA, GPCOG developed the Travel Helpers Program. This
is a train-the-trainer program that equips staff of human services organizations to better help
their clients navigate the transit system and their transportation options. The program is
meant to be incorporated by organizations to continuously train their own staff, after the
initial training by GPCOG. We partnered with MaineHealth to pilot the Travel Helpers Program
with 74 participants attending the training in May 2022. Through this process, we heard from
people across different sectors about the significant need for a travel training resource in the
region. With this funding, we will have the capacity to continue the Travel Helpers program
and to expand the scope by providing travel training to a general audience on a quarterly or
semiannual basis.
Continue the Bus Ambassadors program to increase access to transportation information and
resources for people with limited English proficiency. The Bus Ambassadors Program helps
new riders with limited English proficiency learn how to use the public transportation system.
Greater Portland Metro and South Portland Bus Service are partners on the project. The
program takes referrals and connects interested individuals to a bus ambassador who can
help them in their preferred language. Since the program started in fall 2021, the program has
conducted outreach at various hotels to help residents and has supported GPCOG’s outreach
efforts for transportation projects as well. The funding will help continue taking in referrals,
hosting outreach, and collaborate with and support the transit agencies’ initiatives when
possible as well.
Regional coordination. Collaborate with and provide support to partners and other mobility
management programs to ensure regional coordination.

We appreciate your consideration for this funding request and thank you for helping improve access
to opportunity for so many in our region.
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2025 Northern Subregion Collector Paving

Contact

Elizabeth Roberts, staff

Recommended action

Recommend approval of the list of 2025 Collector Paving Program (CPP) projects
for the Northern CPP Subregion.

Attachments

6-A—Prioritized list of 2025 PACTS CPP Projects for the Northern CPP Subregion

Timeline

Working Group
Approves Prioritized
List

Field Reviews
and Cost
Refinement

RTAC
recommends
approval

Policy Board
approves

Each year the Portland Area Comprehensive Transportation System (PACTS) receives an allocation of
state and Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) funding through the Maine Department of
Transportation (MaineDOT). PACTS received $4,121,609 in FHWA funding for 2025. In July 2022, the
Policy Board voted to allocate $3,297,287 of the 2025 allocation to the Collector Paving Program
(CPP). The allocation will be used to fund road segments in the Northern and Southern CPP
subregions.
The PACTS CPP is intended to preserve the PACTS region’s collector roads and focus on prolonging
the functional lifespan of collector roads through preservation paving treatments, which are described
as “mill and fills” or “shim and overlays.” Without preservation paving, roads fall into disrepair, requiring
costly rehabilitation or reconstruction.
PACTS CPP Policy details how collector road segments are ranked and when those road segments are
selected from the region’s municipalities. Those road segments with the highest ranking that do not
need costly rehabilitation or reconstruction are selected for the PACTS CPP.
The PACTS Collector Paving Working Group has reviewed the list of road segments in the Northern
Subregion and voted to support the list of road segments for CPP projects. Municipalities have also
reviewed the list of road segments and confirmed their ability to meet the funding match requirement.
Attachment 6-A provides a list of collector road segments in the Northern Subregion for the PACTS
CPP funding in 2025. PACTS, MaineDOT, and members of the respective municipalities have
undergone field review to verify cost estimates and scope of work for paving the roadway segments
listed.
After RTAC’s review, staff will take the list of CPP projects to the PACTS governing body for approval.
Road segments in the Southern CPP subregion will be selected at a later date.
Recommended action: Recommend approval of the list of 2025 Collector Paving Program (CPP)
projects for the Northern CPP Subregion.
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Members of the public are welcome to provide up to three minutes of public comment on this item.
Opportunity for comment will be provided after staff's report, prior to the committee’s discussion.
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Attachment 6-A
2025 PACTS Collector Paving Program Northern CPP Subregion Projects
City/Town

Road Name

From

WESTBROOK

STROUDWATER ST

MAIN ST

YARMOUTH

ROUTE 115/ MARINA RD

WESTBROOK

To

WILLIAM B CLARKE DR

Length
(miles)

AADT

Transit
Route

Predicted
2025 PCI

Pavement
Treatment

Overall Ranking
(2025
Predicted)

Estimated
Construction

Contigency 0%

PE

CE

Total

Running Total

0.05

4,806

No

32

Mill & Fill (2 in)

73.10

$125,000

$0

$7,000

$18,000

$150,000

$150,000

120' NORTH OF MARINA
RD/ MAIN ST INT
ROUTE 88

0.17

5,091

No

35

69.88

$166,000

$0

$9,000

$24,000

$199,000

$349,000

SACO ST

SCARBOROUGH TL

SPILLER DR

0.52

4,864

No

36

Mill & Fill (2 in)
Shim & Overlay
(1.25 in)

68.80

$360,000

$0

$21,000

$54,000

$435,000

$784,000

YARMOUTH

ROUTE 1

PORTLAND ST

FOREST FALLS DR

0.84

11,340

Yes

47

Mill & Fill (2 in)

67.05

$950,000

$0

$57,000

$142,000

$1,149,000

$1,933,000

FREEPORT

MALLETT DR

MAIN ST

300' SOUTH OF I-295
NB ON-RAMP

0.30

13,110

No

43

Shim & Overlay
(1.25 in)

66.98

$219,525

$0

$12,955

$32,712

$265,192
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Note

Freeport decided to accept 58.5%
$2,198,192 funding for their project
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Connect 2045 Project Update

Contact

Rick Harbison and Ericka Amador, staff

Recommended action

This item is for information and discussion only.

Attachments

https://www.gpcog.org/DocumentCenter/View/2538/Connect-2045-Draft-Plan-PDF

Timeline

Project Launch
and Visioning

Goals and
Objectives

Project

Prioritization

Public
Comment

Adoption

Federal regulation requires a metropolitan planning organization's (MPO) long-range transportation
plan to be updated every five years. Development of Connect 2045, the region’s upcoming long-range
transportation plan, is coming to a close. Over the summer, staff launched the call for projects and
facilitated a project prioritization process, marking the final section of the plan drafted prior to public
comment and adoption by the Policy Board.
At its April meeting, the Executive Board directed staff to work with RTAC to refine the project
evaluation criteria. Once the criteria were finalized, staff formed a project evaluation committee—
composed of staff and volunteers with lived experience1 and/or professional expertise in one of the
plan's six goal areas—to evaluate over 65 projects submitted through the call for projects.
Federal regulation requires a long-range transportation plan to be fiscally constrained, to ensure that
projects and expenditures are within anticipated revenues and budgets. Staff developed two fiscally
constrained lists of projects for Connect 2045: one for roadway/multimodal projects and one for transit
projects. The prioritization process accounted for the scoring committee’s evaluations and project costs.
The methodology is further detailed in the draft plan.
Also included in the plan are “Vision Projects”—projects that would be included if additional resources
become available—and “Other Regionally Significant Projects”—projects for which PACTS is not
responsible but may affect the regional transportation system and travel.
Because a long-range transportation plan is updated every five years (and possibly sooner at the
direction of the Policy Board), project lists are never static. Long-range transportation planning is
intended and required to be a continuing, comprehensive, and cooperative process.
With this last section in the plan, staff have completed the drafting process of the plan. After internal
reviews and checks against federal requirements, staff released the plan for a 30-day public comment
period on October 20.

1

Volunteers were selected based on their application in response to PACTS advertisement.
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The public and RTAC members are encouraged to provide comment via the comment form available at
connect2045.org or by emailing staff directly. The public comment period will close on November 20.
Staff will catalog all feedback received (asking clarifying questions, if needed) and incorporate it into the
plan to the extent feasible, recognizing that individual comments may, at times, conflict with one
another. Comments will be captured in an appendix of the final document. Due to resource constraints,
staff do not anticipate being able to personally reply to each individual who provides comments.
In addition to the public comment period, Figure 7-1 shows the opportunities for RTAC and the Policy
Board to provide additional input on the draft plan. This schedule ensures that PACTS will meet federal
requirements to adopt the plan by the end of calendar year 2022.
Figure 7-1
Remaining Connect 2045 Board and Committee Schedule

10/27
Policy Board:
Staff update to
the board

11/1
RTAC:
Review draft
plan

11/15
Policy Board:
Workshop draft
plan

12/6
RTAC:
Recommend
adoption

12/15
Policy Board:
Final
adoption

Note: The public comment period ends on November 20. All meetings are open to the public.

Recommended action: This item is for information and discussion only.
Members of the public are welcome to provide up to three minutes of public comment on this item.
Opportunity for comment will be provided after staff's report, prior to the committee’s discussion.
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